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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BELGRA 00099 08I737Z 

63 

ACTION SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 AS-OI /027 W 

0203 1 1 

R08I250Z JAN 76 
EM AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5175 

CONEIDENTIAL BELGRADE 0099 

EXDIS 

DEPT PLS PASS DIA 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PEOR, YO, US, UR 

SUBJECT: THE YUGOSLAV BALANCING ACT 

REF : DAO BELGRADE MSG 0005 DTG 08I035Z JAN 76 

THE REFTEL REPORTED IN DETAIL ON THE DEEENSE SECRETARIAT'S 
EORCEEUL DENIAL THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE RECENTLY INCREASED 
AND SOT JDJFJFD THEIR PRESENCE AT THE TIVAT SHIPYARDS. 

WE SUSTPECT THAT THE YUGOSLAVS HAD MORE IN MIND THAN 
JUST ALLAYING WESTERN FEARS OF A GRADUAL SOVIET 
ENCROACHMENT. STUNG BY THE US DEMARCHE ON SOVIET 
OVERFLIGHTS TO ANGOLA, THE GOY APPARENTLY SOUGHT TO 
SEPARATE AND CATEGORICALLY DENY THE TIVAT RUMORS TO 
PREVENT THEIR BEING LUMPED WITH THE CHARGES ABOUT THE 
SOVIET AIRLIFT, AND TO REBUT IMPLICATION THAT YUGOSLAV 
ACCOMMODATIONS OF SOVIET DESIGNS ON SEVERAL ISSUES 
REPRESENTS ACCOMMODATION TO SOVIET PRESSURE. 

SILBERMAN 

NOTE BY OCT: NOT PASSED ADDRESSEE. 
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